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The Chilterns AONB

ÅIs nationally protected 
as one of the finest 
areas of countryside 
in the UK

ÅDesignated in 1965

ÅIt has equivalent 
status in the planning 
system to a National 
Park (NPPF para 115)



Our role and function

ÅThe Chilterns Conservation 
Board is the public body 
established to conserve and 
enhance the Chilterns Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty

ÅWe were established by 
Parliamentary Order in 2004

ÅWe are funded by central 
government (approx60%), 
our constituent local 
authorities (15%) and other 
sources including project 
funding (25%)



//.Ωǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ
We have two purposes
ïTo conserve and enhance 

natural beauty
ïTo increase understanding 

and enjoyment

and a duty
ïTo seek to foster economic 

and social well-being (in 
partnership with local 
authorities)

Source: Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 Section 87



Planning role

The Chilterns Conservation 
Board has an advisory role 
on planning and 
development matters and 
seeks to influence the 
actions of local government 
and statutory undertakers 
by commenting upon 
planning applications and 
plans, as well as producing 
guidance documents.



AONB Management Plan

Aim, vision and policies to
Åensure development 

conserves and enhances 
the special qualities of the 
Chilterns

ÅEnsure the distinctive 
character of the built and 
natural environment s 
improved, especially 
where it is degraded or 
subject to any negative 
impacts of development



Current threats

ÅHigh Speed 2

ÅMajor housing 
developments in and 
adjacent to the AONB

ÅLoss of distinctiveness

ÅQuality of design

ÅRenewable energy

ÅInsensitive 
infrastructure 
installations 



HS2 Wendover Dean Viaduct


