Manager Community Relations
Western House
1, Hollbrook Way,
Swindon
SN1 1BD
20th December, 2015
Dear Sir,
I wish to express my and my neighbours deep concern and distress resulting from your destruction of the
wooded area adjacent to the A329 in Lower Basildon.
From Skew Bridge for a stretch of a quarter of a mile there was a wooded area which separated and
shielded the railway and the unsightly gantries from the A329. During November this was destroyed
leaving a completely open view of the railway.
This has all been done in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty where the removal of so many trees and
so much shrubbery is damaging both visually and acoustically. It is notable that the adjacent strip of land
has been planted with saplings which will eventually hide the railway. How ironic that they are striving
to improve the environment and you have, in a few days, destroyed an already established area of
mature trees but then planted saplings!
The A329 between Pangbourne and Streatley has been designated by the AA as a Scenic Route. Your
actions have apparently no regard for this nor the increased noise levels which the band of greenery
helped alleviate.
At the end of October Network Rail held an open event and consultation in South Stoke. The major issue
was the unsightly nature of the gantries and associated attachments and, particularly, the fact you had
done nothing to mitigate the impact. It would be churlish to suggest that the demolition of this wooded
area and all the trees at Pangbourne station was in any way retribution for the concerns expressed by
your “Railway Neighbours” but juxtaposition of the timing is an unfortunate coincidence.
You designated us as “Railway Neighbours”, and more recently as “Neighbours”. During the year I have
received well in excess of twenty letters from you and attended the briefing in South Stoke. You have
advised us about many issues including noise, disruption to services, safety and track improvements, but
nothing about the destruction of the wooded areas. Why?
I would be most grateful for a clear explanation of why you have undertaken this unwarranted
vandalism.
As a supporter of electrification I am dismayed by the apparent overall mis-management of timescales
and costings. Nevertheless, with issues such as this, you do seem to be going out of your way
unnecessarily to provoke the wrath and indignation of your Neighbours.
Yours faithfully,
Charles Hughes
c.c. Mark Carne
Rob Beasley
Ron Bridle
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